. Reactions 1
After the British Government closed Stormont, they g

) ) The End of the Strike decided to replace it with a new Assembly and Executive As usual, there were very different reactions to the British Flecti e
By the middle of 1974 17,500 soldiers were based in On 28th May 1974 Brian Faulkner resigned as Chief 2, ection resu
7 Northern Ireland. Executive; the other unionists in the Executive did the gOVe rnment’s plOnS. . N
-/ came. The first elections for the new power sharing Assembly
- Despite their strength, the Army was reluctant to use ) S o— H i were held in June 1973.
force to end the strike, arguing that it was a political Faulkner took this action because of the refusal of the There were a number of new elements to this new system: .,E | Umor-nst politicians were divided by the proposed The results were as follow
@ protest and not a terrorist action. 5:,‘;‘5“ IG""de'"'“e"‘ (and the SDLP) to negotiate with the S solution: € results were asfotlows:
's leaders. -~ -
g Harold Wilson, the British Prime Minister, was rapidly ) u The members of the Assembly would be elected usin s party e [l e
losing patience with the continuation of the strike and he Power sharing was, therefore, brought to an end i L ot Yy 9 aIN L Eormer Prime Minister Brian Faulkner su pported the e _ sharing _ ;m (%) useuu B
showed his anger in a television speech on 25th May. On 25th May the UWC declared its strike was over; the proportional representation. K o !
) next doy, the power sharing Assembly was suspended and _— plans and some of his party members agreed with his UUUC Unionists At 521 2
HISTORY He condemned the UWC’s actions and described those " ° = . - .
involved in the strike as ‘spongers. Direct Rule re-introduced. [ = The Executive members would come from both unionist position. B er il 221 19
Northern Ireland’s unionist population saw Wilson's - and nationalist political parties. wYP. = Many unionists — including the rest of Faulkner’s party, @] e 0 s
words as an attack on all of them rather than just a - R . . lorthern Irelan
condemnation of the UWC. ® There would be an Irish Dimension in the form of a 7] I the DUP and the new Vanguard Unionist Progressive NLP Grthermisand Lot . ,
As aresult, support for the strike increased. = f Council of Ireland that would allow politicians from Party (setup bz/t\ahllul]m CI:I?rlmg to ;?fposetpower-sharlng) T renifishomedihaE
- ” p ; : - were angry at the plans. These different groups came :
:{:ta::;ncgctnhtlrs(;lﬂ;?::::2r(f‘olxr/:lr:rr‘v::;uzrldseuredl‘the Army “AT  North and South to meet and discuss issues relevant to uuue . L : = The parties in favour of power sharing had won the most
pplies. both parts of the island together to form the United Ulster Unionist Council oot
T:is wos so ;'nzt petrol suppllies ckould be maintained for : e (UUUC). The plan was to oppose the plans for power = The number of unionists elected who were against
those identified as ‘essential workers'. ) . 5 i < r sharing was greater than the number of pro-
iti iti 2 sharing and an Irish Dimension.  owersharing unianl
The UWC responded by ordering its supporters to bring In Odd'tlon_1 the B".'tlsh g‘?vemment would keep power 3 o 9 power sharing unionists elected.
Northern Ireland to @ complete shutdown. END OF POWER over security and justice in Northern Ireland. <o k 1973 ELECTIONS

Nationalist politicians were generally happy with the

SHARING -
I r:lEJSL:;:‘E: BACKGROUND = plans for a power sharing Assembly and Executive.
Despite calls for its removal, the power shring Executive BRITISH REACTIONS TO PROPOSALS
and Assembly worked on. GOVERNMEN
Anti-power sharing Unionist politicians, trade unionists
and paramilitaries therefore decided to set up the Ulster PROPOSALS
Workers’ Council (UWC).
On 14th May the UWC began a general strike as a way of

bringing the power sharing Government down.
6) END OF
POWERSHARING

At first the strike looked as if it might not be getting much

Stpport END OF
This changed, however, as a result of UDA members STRIKE
stopping people from going to work (by using roadblocks

and intimidation) and due to improved co-ordination by

1) BACKGROUND The New Executive

1973 In late November 1973, the Secretary of State for
Northern Ireland, William Whitelaw, announced the

the uwe. (‘,ll,:.“;:"s make-up of the new power sharing Executive.
By the end of the week Northern Ireland was more or less e first
shut down. test) The Chief Executive was to be Brian Faulkner; his Deputy
was to be SDLP Leader Gerry Fitt.
Indeed only 200 people turned up to support a back to UWE STRIKE
work demonstration. T | 9%)ULSTER WORKERS The numbers of ministries to be held by the different
Tensions across Northern Ireland were further increased STRIKE 1974 parties were as follows:
on 17th May 1974 when bombs - believed to have been The NEW ] L]
planted by loyalists - exploded in Dublin and Monaghan. EXECUTIVE 71 IS 2 Unionists G
27 people died immediately while five of the injured died o soLp Eo
later of their wounds. F 4
E Alliance party One ministry
UWC ULSTER WORKERS COUNCIL STRIKE = | j]
THE IRISH - The Executive was also to have an additional four
1974
DIMENSION members but they would not have the right to vote.
1 97 3"‘14 M Two of these non-voting members were to be from the
4) EXECUTIVE TAKES SDLP, one from the Faulkner Unionists and one Alliance
— POWERSHARING: Party member.
EXECUTIVE THE NEW EXECUTIVE
TAKES POWER SUNNINGDALE AGREEMENT
The Executive takes power The Irish Dimension
R . With the plans for power sharing in place, attention
On 1st January 1974 the power sharing Executive and turned to agreeing how the Irish Dimension would work.
Assembly took power. Northern Ireland’s political leaders joined with leading
. ARLY politicians from Britain and Ireland at Sunningdale in
Before long, though, the future of power sharing looked PSK)OEBI.EMS England to work out their plans.
bleak. This was because: - At first lan Paisley and William Craig, the leaders of the
PROBLEMS anti-power sharing unionists were not invited to attend
= On 4th January the ruling committee of the Ulster EMERGE although at one point they were invited to join the
Unionist Party voted to reject the Sunningdale — conference.
Agreement. In response Brian Faulkner resigned as e Both men refused.
leader of the Party; 19 of the 21 Ulster Unionist LA On 9th December 1973 the Sunningdale Agreement was
Y;
Assembly members resigned with him. The Sunningdale Agreement looked like a real >, signed.
R breakthrough; however it later became clear that unionist — It set out plans for the creation of a two part Council of
" At the end of February 1974 a General Election for the 1 and nationalist leaders believed that they had agreed to oth _— Ireland:
i i ‘ different things: er
WeStn?mSter Parliament was held. All but one of the 9 things 47 = ACouncil of Ministers with 14 members (seven from the
seats in Northern Ireland was won by UUUC MPs who = Brian Faulkner did not believe the Sunningdale agreed 3 7" power sharing Executive, seven from the Irish
opposed power sharing. Agreement was very important or had changed very p Government). The Council would help with the
much. He later explained that he had only agreed to 9 J developmezt °f_ N°’;h'$‘fum ‘°:°_Pe"°t'°" and would
. . . . — ; - e given deci powers.
The election also resulted in a change in government in sign it to get the Irish Government to accept that ) N
. 5 Northern Ireland was part of the UK. In addition: = A 60-member Consultative Assembly (30 from the
London, with Labour returning to power under Harold 5 The SBLP belieued thet the A el h n addition: power sharing Assembly, 30 from Déil Eireann). It was
Wilson. e_ .e reve : at the Agreement wou . ©a e . to have ‘advisory and review functions’ only.
major part in helping to create much closer ties between = The British Government agreed not to oppose Irish
EXECUTIVE TAKES OVER Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic. unification if a majority of the people of Northern IRISH DIMENSION

Sunningdale was opposed by paramilitaries from both Ireland wanted it.

sides too: = The Irish Government accepted that Irish unity could
only ever be achieved peacefully and with the consent of

= The day after the Sunningdale Agreement was signed L.
the majority of the people of the North.

loyalists announced that they were setting up an Ulster
Army Council. It would resist any significant ‘Irish = Also at some future date control over internal security
I issues would be returned to the Stormont Assembly.

® The PIRA showed its disapproval by exploding a

R . X = Approval of the decisions made at Sunningdale was to
number of bombs in London just before Christmas.

take place at a future conference.




