
SLAVERY
:

HOW DID 
EUROPEANS 

JUSTIFY SLAVERY?
HOW WERE SLAVES 

PREPARED FOR 
SALE?

HOW WERE 
SLAVES SOLD?

PLANTATIONS

ABOLITION

Slavery had existed for thousands of years. 
However, in the 18th century it became a huge 
international business based on human suffering 
and profiteering. It also connected various 
continents creating wealth for some continents (eg 
Europe) and pain, violence and death for others (eg 
Africa)

BACKGROUND

The trade in slavery eventually began 
to be opposed in greater numbers.  In 
1787, the influential British politician, 
William WILBERFORCE began to work 
with other groups to form a powerful 
ANTI SLAVERY MOVEMENT. This was 
fiercely opposed, especially as many 
British politicians had made lots of 
money in the slave trade. However, 
gradually their campaign became so 
popular that they could not be 
ignored. 

In 1807 Britain eventually abolished 
the slave trade across its empire. It 
would lead to other countries following

The triangular trade refers to an international trade system from the 
16th to 19th centuries. 
1) FIRST STAGE: European powers like Britain 🇬🇧  France 🇫🇷  Portugal 
🇵🇹  and Spain 🇪🇸  transported manufactured goods like pots, pans 
alcohol and guns to Africa. These were exchanged with some African 
tribes for slaves in West African ports.
2) SECOND STAGE: Slaves were transported in horrific conditions on 
the so called MIDDLE PASSAGE to America. They were transported to 
the West Indies for sugar production or to the USA to be slaves in 
the cotton plantations. This journey could take from 6 weeks to several 
months and slaves suffered from heat, exhaustion, overcrowding, 
disease and cruelty. Up to 12 million were estimated to have been 
transported this way.  
Over 2 million were estimated to have died on this journey. 💀
3) THIRD STAGE: Once slaves were sold in the Caribbean or USA the 
ships were then restocked with raw materials like cotton, sugar and 
tobacco they returned to sell these valuable cargoes in Europe. This 
trade was highly profitable and made many people very wealthy.

THE MIDDLE 
PASSAGE

TRIANGULAR 
TRADE


