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Internment was the ability It was introduced on 9th
to arrest and imprison August 1971 as a
based on the suspicion violence in Northern
that they are guilty. Ireland

It was the idea of new Prime Minister of Northern Ireland - BRIAN FAULKNER

- He had taken over from James Chichester Clark and he was under pressure as
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he had promised his Unionist party results in dealing with the increasing
violence and civil rights which was spiralling our of control.

- internment was an old successful tactic in the 1950’s.. it had worked in the IRA
Border campaign in the 1950s ...

- Faulkner hoped that it would remove the key leaders, help locate weapons and
intelligence and restore peace.

However, could it work again in the 1970’s the way it had done in the 1950’s?

Internment introduction was called OPERATION
DEMETRIUS (The ancient God of fishing)

It was ordered by Brian Faulkner and agreed by a

very reluctant British government and British
5 army leadership
They were not as convinced that it would work but
\\ were willing to let Faulkner try

On 9th August military snatch squads raided the homes of suspected
‘terrorists’ and arrested them.

They were out into detention camps like Long Kesh and held for
questioning. There was no trial.

The authorities hoped to remove the key paramilitary leaders and therefore
reduce the violence in one move.

Internment was a HUGE failure

Very few of S

thha%sz: rrested It was based on outdated intelligence and very few of the

connec);ion with 452 men arrested were actively involved in the PIRA.

the IRA. Many Many were in the older Official IRA

\;v;:\?ig: Il ights It also seemed very one sided. Not one Protestant/

BLOODY SUNDAY I(_)yallst was |nte!'ned until 1973 (despite many of the
. Support for PIRA killings being carried out by loyalists)

NICRA marches One anti internment march rocketed

et was in Deny in Jan 1972. Nationalists urged a RENT AND RATES STRIKE
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March was 937 6 EXTeln 2ty Dlmging internment. Nearly 150 lost

attacked by the Northern Ireland into the worst their lives in 1971. This

Br{tlshcasrmy t year of the Troubles _1972 would increase significantly The British army now appeared to be helping a

UMSIAng|LL|g:S|\|a TS A PEOE e, in 1972 ( the bloodiest year Unionist government to stay in power. To B e lfast

D of the Troubles) Nationalists their role had become what the RUC /

nearberry. B Specials had been. This deeply angered ngh
Five times as many died Nationalists. Soldiers in particular were heavily
in 1971 than previously. targeted at this time and many died.
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